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CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Today's date is 11 
January 2002. The time is 1210 hours. This 
is B.C. Frank Congiusta of the New York City 
Fire Department. I am conducting an 
interview with the following individual. 

Please state your name. 

FIREFIGHTER SPINARD: Thomas Spinard, 
Engine 7, firefighter first grade. 

CHIEF CONGIUSTA: Of the New York City 
Fire Department. We are at the quarters of 
Ladder 1. This interview is regarding the 
events of September 11th, 2001. 


Q. Tom, if you would please say in your 


own words what happened that day. 


24. 


A. Well, I just came on that day during a 


I relieved the chauffeur probably about 8:20 


or so. We got a box on Church and Leonard of an 


odor of gas. So Engine 7 and Ladder 1, Battalion 


1, 


responds. It turned out to be a false alarm. 


AS we were at the box, a plane passes 


us overhead real low. You could hear it; you 


could feel it. We turned around, and it just 


impacted the building, building one. With that, 


everybody got on the rig. We started driving. 
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I drove over to Canal Street and made a 
left on Greenwich, went down Greenwich, passed 
right in front of seven, made a right. When I 
made the right, there was debris, windows, metal 
and I guess plane debris right on the floor there 
between seven and I guess that would be six. 

Q. Yeah, that's six. 

A. Where the foot bridge is, that little 
overhead. Yeah, I came down and made a right. 
There's that little foot bridge that went across. 


I went up West Street after. 


Q. This is West Street over here. 

A. Yeah, this is the foot bridge over 
here. 

Q. You were at the north; right? 

A. We came down Greenwich. There's that 


little chrome foot bridge. We went under that 
and found our way over there. We went up to West 
Street, made a left, made a U turn. I parked 
right in front of one and hooked up. 

When we pulled up in front of one, we 
saw the lobby windows were blown out already. 
You could walk into the building without the 


doors, just where the windows were. 
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Q. Wait a second. 
(Interruption. ) 
A. I went to West Street and made a left. 
I made the U turn where you can make the U turn 
in front of One World Trade Center. I pulled up 
right in front of the building. I stayed out. I 
didn't go under the overhang that they had there. 
I stayed out along the curb where the hydrant is. 
I hooked up to the hydrant, and I 
started stretching back to the Siamese connection 
on the corner of three, not far away, about three 
lengths away or so; about two and a half lengths, 
it was. I started pumping. We didn't wait for 


anybody's signal. We just started doing our own 


thing then. 

Q. Did you start doing high-pressure 
pumping? 

A. We're not a high-pressure pumper. 


Q. Oh, you're not a high-pressure. Okay. 
A. No, Engine 7 is not a high-pressure 
pumper. 
I believe we were the first engine 
hooked up. There was a rig right along the curb 


there. It was a ladder. It was a tiller, so I 
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don't know, whichever one, maybe 6 or something. 
I'm not sure. 

There was a guy laying in front of it, 
a Civilian. We also had two civilians blown out 
to the middle of West Street on the divider 
there. It's about two feet high with dirt and 
grass they were sitting up there. I don't think 
they walked up there. They were just blown up 
there. They were all women. They were naked. 
They were burnt up. They were alive, but they 
were -- maybe they made it; I don't know. The 
ambulance took them away. The guy down here who 
was laying down in front of the rig, the 
ambulance took him away also. 

As I was hooking up, I had debris 
falling, people, glass, file cabinets. I sawa 
file cabinet come out. There were just chairs -- 
they were looking to break the windows with 
anything, I guess. 

I couldn't call the captain. I was 
trying to call him the whole time. I couldn't 
get in touch with my captain on the radio. I 
estimate -- 


Q. When you were pumping, was water going 
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into the building? 
A. Oh, definitely. 


Q. Oh, yeah. 


A. Yeah. 
Q. You don't know where it was coming out? 
A I don't know what was happening to it. 


I was pumping at 200 pounds, and I was getting a 
flow. Everything was fine, yeah. I had a good 
hydrant. I had, like I say, three lengths going 
in. It was right in front on the corner over 
here, that little set back. It was right there. 
Yeah, no, it was definitely pumping. 

There was a lot of commotion going on. 
After a while I'm standing out in the street over 
here -- well, for a short while I was in the rig 
right in front of the building. Debris was 
landing next to it. Finally I said this is no 
good. 

I had a proby with me -- I don't know 
who he was -- and I had my control man, who went 
into the building, his cylinder malfunctioned, 
emptied right out in two seconds. So I went to 
high-pressure hose. He came back out. He went 


to get another one, but at that point they had 
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taken the chauffeur's one off the rig already, 
somebody. 

So now he couldn't even go back in 
because he had no cylinders, no nothing. I said, 
"Joe, just stay with me." That's what we did. I 
needed help anyway out there, so he stayed out 


with me. He watched my back while I hooked up, 


actually. 
Q. Because of the debris, yeah. 
A. Because when you went to the building, 


stuff was really coming down heavy, glass and 
everything. It was just unbelievable. In fact, 
even our line was getting little pin holes in it 
from the glass. 

Q. From the stuff coming down? 

A. Yeah. We tried protecting it, but 
there wasn't much to cover it with. Usually we 
put a door or something. But we didn't have 
anything. 

There was a guard booth in the middle 
of the street, a glass reinforced like 
bulletproof. I said, well, this is good for some 
kind of a protection. It was right in the middle 


of West Street. So we went in there for a minute 
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or two. Then I started saying, you know what, 
even debris is landing close to here. Let's get 
out of here. 

We walked over to the bridge, the -- 

Q. The north bridge. 
A. Right here. I'm not sure what you're 
looking at. The north bridge. 

While we were still in the middle of 
the street, another plane comes in, makes a big 
circle, comes around from like the Statue of 
Liberty direction, and hits two. We can't 
believe that another one is coming in. Joey got 
on the radio, "Another plane just hit the second 
tower." I don't know if he said mayday or what, 
but he yelled "Another plane hit the second 
tower." 

At that point debris was flying all 
over, the fireball, fuel was coming down, 
fireballs were coming down. We just ran west and 
north. Then after a minute it calmed down a 
little bit, so we started to come back. We ran 
over to the rig, checked it to make sure it's 
still pumping okay and the hydrant's still good, 


we're still getting good pressure. Everything 


T. SPINARD 9 


was fine with that. 

We're still around there. The people 
who were removed at this point by the ambulance 
were in the street. I saw three people down 
there. They were all removed. 

I don't know what time later a loud 
rumble -- it sounded like an explosion. We 
thought it was a bomb. We ran under the bridge, 
me, Joe Cassaliggi and two police officers; I 
think one police officer and one Secret Service. 
We ran under the bridge. There's a column there, 
over here, right on the sidewalk, a big six foot 
round masonry column. 

We get behind that, and number two 
tower comes down and debris comes right around 
us. Heavy debris is hitting the front of the 
column, light debris is make it around, dust and 
little particles, and then the dust cloud hits 
us. Then it got real hot. It felt like it was 
going to light up almost. 

After a few minutes, we get up. 
Everybody's okay. We make our way into the 
American Express tower. We come out the back of 


the tower. They put us in an ambulance. They 


T. SPINARD 10 


start giving us oxygen, because we were all -- we 
couldn't even walk we were in such bad shape. 

We were in the ambulance for a little 
while. They said we have to get out and evacuate 
because the other tower's coming down. We get 
out. We start running north on North End Avenue. 
We make it to the construction trailer, maybe 
over here someplace, one of these blocks. I 
think it was this block. The second tower, 
number one tower, comes down. 

Now with this I'm still trying to call 
my captain. I can't get in touch with him. We 
only had one radio, because one radio we gave to 
3 Truck. Being that me and Joe were together -- 
the control man radio, he took a radio, because 
we didn't need it, and we gave it to them. That 
was before anything came down. We were trying to 
call Engine 7. We never got an answer from them 
at all. 

After the second one, they took Joe 
away in an ambulance. I said, well, I'm not too 
bad. I'll stay around. I walked back just to 
see if I could pull anybody out or put fires out 


or whatever. There were cars burning in the 
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parking lots over here, big paper debris fires 
going on all over the place. 
That was it. 

Q. I've just got to ask you a couple of 
things. Did you look at the north tower before 
it collapsed? 

A. Did I look at the north tower before it 
collapsed? I looked -- no, because once number 
two came down, I couldn't see anything. 

Q. You couldn't see anything. Okay. I 
thought maybe you could see. 

A. I'm looking up at the fire and 
thinking, wow, we're going to have a tough job 
there and it will probably burn for days, but I 
never thought it would come down. It did. 

Q. Is there anything else you want to add? 

A. I didn't go into the lobby, but I could 
see into the lobby. It seemed like there were 
people burnt. Guys were saying there were people 
burnt on the elevator, people burnt in the lobby. 
I heard them say there was marble blown off the 
walls. I imagine the concussion came down the 
elevator shaft or something and blew everything 


out. 
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We were pumping -- we helped 55 Engine 
who were also in the street. They connected to a 
hydrant over here across the street. We 
connected to that and also helped them get a line 
in. I think there's one over here someplace too. 
Or 6 Engine maybe had it. 

Q. Yeah, 6 Engine said they were there. 

A. Yeah, they were right under the bridge; 
right? 

Q. Yeah. 

A. So we helped them. And Joe Torrillo 
was with us too. 

That's it. It came down so fast, you 
couldn't even run. It was about seven or eight 
seconds. You heard that loud rumble. I looked 
up, but I still didn't see it come down. It 
looked like it got fat like a big clump. It 
wasn't a fire cloud; it was like another cloud 
around it. I just started running. I said, 
"Come on, Joe. This way." We ran to that bridge 
and we huddled, and that's it, it came down right 
around us. 

Any questions? 


Q. I was just saying, my brother-in-law, 
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he has a picture taken from a helicopter after 
Two World Trade fell. This whole area was 
engulfed, all the way over to the rivers. 

A. You couldn't see. 

Q. With dust and dust. I don't know how 
anybody could have possibly seen what was going 
on. I mean, the cloud was just -- you could see 
it right down the street. You could see the top 
of Seven World Trade in the picture. It's 
probably one of the famous pictures now that I 
remember. I'm almost sure it's before number one 
fell. 

A. Because I thought the first 10 or 20 
floors, I didn't think the whole thing -- I'm 
looking at it, and I don't see it missing, 
because of the cloud. It's maybe 10 floors that 
collapsed or just the roof. I didn't think the 
whole thing came down. I still didn't believe 
it. 

Then when I got far away from it, I 
looked back and said, oh, shit, I see smoke but I 
don't see any kind of building over there. I 
went like, whatever, two blocks. I walked up to 


Murray Street, and you could see a little better 
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when you're far away than when you're right under 
it. 

But the visibility was zero. It was 
like a black cloud. We couldn't even find our 
way to the doorway here. There was a lieutenant 
that saw us -- that was behind the glass. He saw 
us run there as it came down. Then when it 
settled down, he yelled, "Hey you guys. Over 
here, over here," because we couldn't find our 
way. Between all this shit that had piled around 
over here around the column, because the shit was 
just flying, like tin, like mostly lightweight 
stuff. None of the heavy beams came that far. 
They landed around over here. 

Then I thought it was gonna light up. 


That's how hot it got. 


Q. You figure everything was heated from 
the fire. 
A. I'm figuring, shit, now I'm going to 


burn to death. I lived with this, and I'm going 
to burn. It didn't get that bad. We got out of 
there, and they worked on us and that was it. 

I met up with a chauffeur from 55 


Engine. We took him to a trailer here, 
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construction trailer, cleaned him up. I forget 
his name. But his eyes were in real bad shape. 
He wore glasses. I don't remember if he left 
them on or off, but he was terrible. He couldn't 
see. Nobody could see, but he was really bad. 

The next day I went up to St. Vincent's 
Hospital. They said a guy had a cornea 
transplant. It wasn't him. I think it was a 
Civilian. But somebody that had debris in his 
eyes. 

Q. I know I couldn't open my eyes the next 
day. My wife had to put water on them. 

A. I went home that night. The next day 
they sent me back. I was on 90 West Street, 
Engine 7, Ladder 1, putting out fires on the 
seventh, eighth and ninth floor for about three 
or four hours with nothing, no cylinders or 
nothing. You just didn't have them. 

Q. Part of that dust might have been 
pulverized glass that nobody -- 

A. Yeah, right, it could have been 
pulverized glass. Everything was disintegrated. 
You Know what the doc said? The cement is 


actually, it's because there is lye in it. 
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That's rough stuff. When I went to my doctor, he 
said, "You may develop asthma. Right now you're 
okay, but your lungs are like borderline." 
Because I was failing the test that we give. I 
went to see a doctor at NYU, like an hour-long 
test, and I just passed it. 


Q. What's it called? 


e 


It was medication. 

Q. Like the methyl-something test? 

A They gave me a test. Then they 
medicated me, and I had to wait 15 minutes and 
then take the whole test over again. But it 
wasn't like a cold air thing; it was some kind of 
medication. 

Q. Wheezing. 

A. The guy medicates you right then and 
there. You inhale it, you wait 15 minutes. 

Q. Yes. I think they try and bring on -- 

A. You take it again -- 

Q. It stops you breathing, though. It 
tries to make you labor in breathing? 

A. No, it didn't do that. I think it 
tries to open it up, and it sees the difference, 


tries to compare the difference between the first 
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and the second test. I was out like five weeks 
medical leave. I feel better now, but I still 
keep wheezing. I'm still taking the inhaler. 
(Interruption. ) 
Q. Thank you for your cooperation, Tommy. 
CHIEF CONGIUSTA: That's the end of the 


interview. It is now 1325. 


